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12. — Vacation Tourists, and Notes of Travel in 1860. Edited by 
Francis Galton, M. A., F. R. S., Author of " The Art of Travel," 
etc. Cambridge [England] : Macmillan & Co. 1861. 8vo. pp. 
viii. and 483. 

This volume affords a striking illustration of the prevalent taste for 
travel and adventure, and is both novel and attractive in its design. It 
includes thirteen narratives of journeys, separately undertaken in the 
summer of 1860, by members of the Universities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, and other gentlemen in the pursuit of health or pleasure, the 
records of which are brought together in a single volume merely for 
convenience of publication. Of these narratives, four relate to Switzer- 
land, one to Syria, one to Peru, one to Iceland, one to Scotland, and 
the rest to different parts of Europe. They are marked by great ine- 
qualities of style, and by the defects incident to the hasty preparation 
of such a volume ; but on the whole the design has been well executed, 
and future publications of the same general character will form a wel- 
come addition to the literature of travel. The most noticeable papers 
in the volume are the " Journal of a Yacht Voyage to the Faroe Islands 
and Iceland," by Mr. J. W. Clark, Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
and the account of a visit to Norway by Mr. H. F. Tozer, Fellow 
and Tutor of Exeter College, Oxford. Both deal with comparatively 
unhackneyed subjects, and are enlivened by many graphic sketches. 
Next to these in interest are the several papers descriptive of adven- 
tures in Switzerland, and the narrative of " A Visit to Peru " by Mr. 
C. C. Bowen, the last of which is scarcely inferior to the best pieces in 
the volume. The paper on "Naples and Garibaldi," by Mr. W. G. 
Clark, Tutor of Trinity College, and Public Orator of the University of 
Cambridge, and the narrative of " A Visit to North Spain at the Time 
of the Eclipse," by the editor, are scarcely worthy of the place which 
they occupy. Their omission would have been no loss to the reader. 
The other papers do not demand special notice. 



13. — Sketches of Early Scotch History and Social Progress. Church 
Organization : The University : Home Life. By C. Innes. Edin- 
burgh : Edminston and Douglas. 1861. 8vo. pp. xx. and 624. 

The early history of Scotland is far less interesting to the general 
reader than is that of England or of the Continental nations during the 
same period. Yet it presents some salient points, and within a few 
years it has received much attention from Scotch antiquaries. Their 
researches have brought to light many curious documents, which have 
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not only illustrated the annals of their own country, but have also 
helped to elucidate the history and institutions of other nations. Some 
of the most important results of these studies were embodied in Mr. 
Innes's interesting and instructive volume on Scotland in the* Middle 
Ages, noticed in a former number of this journal ; and in the work 
now before us, he has collected some further fruits of his inquiries in 
the same field of historical investigation. The substance of the volume 
has already appeared in works issued by the Bannatyne Club and 
other publishing societies in' Scotland ; but to most readers the whole 
will be new. The materials collected by Mr. Innes are now distributed 
into three chapters of unequal length. Of these, the first traces in a 
rapid manner the ecclesiastical history of Scotland from the introduc- 
tion of Christianity, including notices of the principal bishoprics, Glas- 
gow, Caithness, and Aberdeen, and of the great monasteries, Melrose, 
Scone, Newbattle, Kelso, and others. It exhibits much research, but 
from the multiplicity of uninteresting details, and the frequent occur- 
rence of unfamiliar names, the narrative is singularly dry and tedious. 
The next chapter records the history of the Universities of Glasgow 
and Aberdeen, and is at once curious and entertaining. It is enriched 
with many striking extracts from contemporary diaries and other trust- 
worthy documents. As a picture of Scotch college life at different 
periods in the history of the two Universities, it will be read with much 
interest. The third chapter is based on the Morton, Breadalbane, 
Cawdor, and Kilravock Papers, and gives an excellent view of the 
social progress of the country as illustrated by the history of those 
families. Like the chapter on college life, it comprises much impor- 
tant information, and is a valuable contribution to historical literature. 
The Appendix contains several original documents, together with a dis- 
cussion of some curious points in Scotch history. The worth of the 
volume is much enhanced by a very full Glossary and an Index. 



14. — The History of France. By Parke Godwin. Vol.1. (An- 
cient Gaul.) New York : Harper and Brothers. 1860. 8vo. 
pp. 495. 

It is a singular fact, that there is in our language no good history of 
France. Important eras, detached periods, have been treated by Eng- 
lish authors with great intelligence and skill ; yet the literature of Eng- 
land lacks a full and satisfactory narrative of the events that have made 
its neighbor across the Channel perhaps the most influential nation on 
the continent of Europe. The interest which British statesmen and 



